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Dear Friends,

It used to be said in polite circles that one should avoid discussing money, 
politics or religion. But actually we cannot get very far as a community – 
and especially as a worshipping community – without facing up to the 
realities of all three.

It sometimes comes as a surprise to people when they discover that Jesus 
talks in the Bible a great deal about money. Mainly about it not ruling our 
lives and acting as a barrier between us and God.

Money used well can enhance and add to our spiritual life. Spreading it 
around frees us up to focus on the issues that really matter – loving our 
neighbour, caring for the oppressed, and teaching our children by example 
that a generous spirit will bring us more rewards than clinging always to our
cash.

We are incredibly fortunate in this parish. Not only do we live in a delightful 
community and a beautiful part of the countryside, but our forebears have 
provided generously for our building – meaning that our church is kept in 
good repair and can be developed for the needs of succeeding generations
– but these funds cannot be used for general running expenses.

But the Church is so much more than just a building. It is a living, breathing 
community of people who need to be resourced if they are to thrive in their 
faith. That means they have to be nourished – physically and spiritually. 
They need to be kept warm and have light to see by (as well as being 
sheltered by a non-leaky roof!) They need their children educated in the 
faith. They need to be available for the whole community – not just those 
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who worship on a Sunday.  They need to provide for the community’s major
life events – the ‘hatching, matching and dispatching’ as we sometimes 
refer to it – Christenings, Weddings and Funerals. And those who are 
fortunate and relatively comfortable should contribute something towards 
those parishes in other places which will never have the resources to meet 
their needs.

So the living church should be able to pay for the life of the Church. But too 
often we are not keeping pace with what this costs. Often this is because 
people do not stop to think that the cost of living affects the church as much
as it does our households. When was the last time you consciously 
considered increasing what you put into the collection? Scrabbling around 
for the loose change in your pocket  - is that what God really deserves? 
That is why we have sub-titled this appeal “Giving what’s right, not what’s 
left!”

We hope the information in this booklet will start you “Digging Deeper” – 
digging into what it means to be a Christian in the 21st Century. Digging 
into those questions of faith and life. Digging into your resources of skills 
and abilities as well as your finances. We are still a rural parish and 
whether we tend a garden or a farm, digging over the soil is an essential 
part of ensuring a good and healthy crop. We hope you will join us in this 
attempt to cultivate the life of this parish.

Our hope is that the contents of this booklet will help us all understand 
better the needs of the church both locally and within the Church of 
England, and prayerfully consider how best to contribute as individuals.

Maureen Hobbs
October 2014.
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The Church in Pattingham and Patshull

St. Chad's Church, Pattingham is the parish church for the parish of 
Pattingham with Patshull. According to the 2011 census it has a population 
of 2246, of whom 1760 are Christians.

In 2013 the average Sunday attendance was 93 adults (that is those aged 
16 and over) and 17 children.

The total number of members of the worshipping community (those for 
whom this is their home church who attend worship at least once a month, 
or would if they weren't prevented from doing so through illness or infirmity)
at the end of 2013 was estimated at 188 (151 adults and 37 children).

During 2013 there were 37 baptisms, 18 weddings and 15 funerals in the 
church.

167 people attended services on Easter Day, of whom 92 took communion,
and 430 attended the services on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, of 
whom 173 took communion.

The Church's financial position

The church in Pattingham and Patshull is part of the wider Church of 
England but it is responsible for its own finances. It does that through the 
Parochial Church Council, which consists of members of the church elected
at the parish's annual parochial meeting.

The PCC is responsible for all expenses relating to St. Chad's Church in 
Pattingham and its churchyard. It is also responsible for the churchyard of 
St Mary's Church in Patshull but is not responsible for the church itself as, 
since it was made redundant, it is in the care of the Churches Conservation
Trust. 

The PCC is fortunate that there are a number of funds available directly or 
indirectly which can be used for the repair and maintenance of the church 
building. This means that we have been able to keep the fabric of the 
building in good repair without the significant fund raising efforts which 
other parishes have to make.

There have been some large projects in recent years which have been 
funded by specific donations, legacies or fund raising. These include the 
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loft extension in 2000, the new lighting which was installed in 2010 and the 
new porch doors which are being installed soon. None of this has had to be
funded from general PCC funds.

This means that the income from collections and other
giving, fund raising and other miscellaneous sources is
used to pay the general expenses of running the
church, making our contribution to the wider church and
other charitable giving. Unfortunately for a number of
years the amount of expenditure each year has been
significantly more than the income, meaning that we
are reducing our reserves. The annual deficit is
currently about £10,000.

This leaflet shows what those costs are and the income which we have to 
pay them. It shows the figures for 2013. The expected figures for 2014 are 
similar, although they will depend on a number of factors which may 
change from year to year. 

Dispelling a myth

“The church doesn’t need more money – it’s rolling in it”

True in one way – but essentially this is due to the legacies and gifts, 
both past and present, specifically made for, and which morally and 
legally cannot be used for anything else but, the maintenance, upkeep, 
preservation, and repair of the fabric of our Grade II listed church – in 
other words only the building itself. Such expensive, specialist works 
have to be controlled and approved by Diocesan Authorities, and others,
- something well understood by the benefactors as they made their 
specific bequests.

This means that the general running costs of the Church, as well as the 
work we do both within and outside the Parish, have to be supported by
our direct giving. Full details are outlined elsewhere, but, simply stated,
these costs are significantly higher than our current direct giving, 
despite continuing scrutiny and control of our outgoings. In order to 
continue to grow and to serve both our own and the wider community, 
and to be able to continue to support others far less fortunate than 
ourselves, wherever they may be, our general income has to increase.
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HOW MUCH DOES IT COST TO RUN THE CHURCH?

Expenditure 2013 annually weekly

Parish share £50,915 £979

Church running expenses £27,265 £524

Mission and other giving £2,936 £57

TOTAL £81,116 £1,560

These do not include the costs of repairing and maintaining the church 
which are met from restricted funds which can only be used for those 
purposes nor do they include projects which are funded by specific funds.

5

Parish share is our contribution to the 
diocese of Lichfield, to which we belong.
In 2013 the Diocese received £1,948,210 
from the Church Commissioners and 
asked parishes to contribute shares 
totalling £11,746,883.

The Church Commissioners’ grant is 
wholly applied towards the cost of clergy 
stipends and pensions.

Each £1 of our Parish Share is spent on:

Parish clergy stipends and pensions 59p

Parish clergy housing 9p

Training of New Clergy 13p

National Church 3p

Special Ministry 9p

Statutory and Administration 7p

Church running expenses includes the upkeep of the church 
building, including insurance, heating, lighting and cleaning, and the 
churchyard and the costs of the services and all other costs relating to
the running of the church in Pattingham and Patshull.

Mission and Giving
Each year the PCC 
makes a number of 
donations to various 
other charities, locally, 
nationally and 
internationally. It also 
makes specific donations
for particular purposes. 
In 2013 £900 was given 
to organisations within 
the village, £920 to other
organisations within 
Staffordshire and the 
West Midlands and 
£1,116 to organisations 
operating overseas.
Specific collections and 
fund raising for other 
charities is not included 
in these accounts.



WHERE DOES THE MONEY COME FROM?

Income 2013 annually weekly

Voluntary giving £39,818 £766

Tax recovered £6,122 £118

Fund raising £8,285 £159

Fees £8,949 £172

Grants £7,678 £148

Other £1,272 £24

TOTAL £72,124 £1,387
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Voluntary giving includes the 
envelope schemes, direct debit, 
standing orders, collections and 
donations. It does not include 
collections for specific purposes.

Fund raising is the profit after 
expenses of the following:

Fete £3,624

Century club £1,710

Golf day £1,056

Bells run £1,895

The Scarecrow Festival which 
was held in September 2013 was
very successful but the proceeds 
from that are not included as 
they were not for general 
running costs, but divided 
between the Pattingham Park 
Playground Project and provision 
of new doors for the church.

Tax recovered is the tax which 
is recovered from the 
government under the Gift Aid 
scheme which enables a charity 
to claim 25% of the value of 
qualifying donations from the 
government. It also includes the 
amount received from the 
government under a related 
scheme, Gift Aid on Small 
Donations.

Grants are from a charitable 
trust fund and the Parish Council.
Both make grants towards the 
maintenance of the churchyard 
and the trust fund also makes 
grants towards maintaining and 
insuring the church.

Fees is the part of the fees paid 
in relation to weddings, funerals, 
burials and memorials in the 
churchyard which is retained by 
the PCC. There are additional 
fees which are paid to the 
diocese and separate fees for 
choir, organ and bells.



Why give?

In the Bible, Jesus says our attitude to
money says a lot about our priorities and
the things we really care about.

For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.         Matthew 6.21

Throughout the Bible – both in the Old
and New Testaments, God’s people are
called to give away money. The principle
was set as far back as Abraham that one
tenth (a tithe) was an appropriate sum to
give away.

In the New Testament, the emphasis is on giving
generously because – like everything else with which we
are blessed – our money ultimately comes from God. As we
say each Sunday when the collection is presented, “All
things come from you, O Lord, and of your own do we give
you.”

Being a Christian isn’t just about what we believe. It is also
about how we live – how we treat our families and friends;
how we treat our acquaintances and neighbours; how we
treat strangers and people who are far off, but all of whom
we still recognize as fellow human beings, made in God’s
image.  

As Christians we are part of God’s presence in the world.
You may have heard this prayer of St Teresa of Avila, which
sums it all up very well.

Christ has no body now on earth but yours;
Yours are the only hands
With which he can do his work,
Yours are the only feet
With which he can go about the world
Yours are the only eyes through which his
compassion 
Can shine forth upon a troubled world.
Christ has no body now on earth but yours. Amen
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How we spend our money and our time says a lot about who we are.
Everything comes from God – and God wants us to be generous with what 
we have. That is why “Practising Generosity” is one of the five themes that 
have been adopted by the diocese (the others are “Discovering the Heart of
God”, “Transforming Communities”, “Reaching New Generations” and 
“Growing Disciples”)

Of course, most people will give not just to their local church, but to other 
good causes – and this too should be seen as our response to God’s 
generosity. Tithing is not a rule for you to slavishly follow. It is a choice you 
can make. You must be able to justify your choice about a level of giving to 

♦ God 
♦ your household 
♦ your bank manager

Whatever choice you make, a prayerful choice will liberate you. You should 
stick to it – and review it on a yearly basis. As circumstances change, so 
will your contribution.... it may go down as well as up! But the critical point 
is that you think about it; plan it; pray about it; and review it.
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How much is given

There are many ways in which people give to the church. Some simply put 
their offering in the collection when they attend church. Others use one of 
the other methods available, some using Gift Aid which enables the church 
to get a further 25% from the government.

In the period July 2013 to June 2014 a total of £38,341 was received 
through voluntary giving. That will be increased by about £5,600 from the 
government through the gift aid scheme and about £1,200 through the gift 
aid on small donations scheme. This increases the total to about £42,700.

A total of 70 people made regular donations through the yellow envelope 
scheme, standing order, direct debit, payroll giving or by 10 or more 
separate donations through the green envelopes. Between them they gave 
a total of £25,310. Half of them gave more than £235 in the 12 months (that
is about £4.50 per week). It may be that some of these do not reflect a full 
year's giving, either because they started or finished during the year or the 
donor is giving in other ways as well. The figures do however provide some
indication of the individual levels of giving.
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Voluntary giving July 2013
to June 2014

Yellow envelopes £16,815

Green envelopes £4,600

Other planned giving £6,870

Collections £5,439

Other donations £4,617

TOTAL £38,341

Other planned giving includes 
standing orders, direct debit and 
payroll giving.
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How to give

Of course the easiest way is simply to put a gift in the collection when you 
attend church. However there are a number of other options which have 
advantages both for the church and the giver.

Many people find it helpful to decide how much they wish to give per week 
or month rather than simply giving something when they attend church. For 
these people a system which helps them to give regularly, or put the money
aside regularly, helps them.

For those who pay income tax or capital gains tax the
church can claim from the government an extra 25%
if their giving is gift aided. If they pay higher rate tax
(40% or 45%) then their own tax bill will also be
reduced by at least 25% of the amount they gave if
the relevant part of their tax return is completed.

These are the main methods of planned and/or gift aided giving which we 
operate.

Direct debit through the Giving Direct Scheme 
Regular gift aided payments by direct debit through the scheme which is 
operated by the diocese.

Bank standing order
Regular payments which may, but need not, be gift aided.

Regular giving envelopes (yellow)
Giving through a supply of numbered envelopes which may, but need not, 
be gift aided. It does not need to be a regular or specific amount.

One off gift aid envelopes (green)
One off, occasional or regular giving which is gift aided using the green 
envelopes available in church.

The pledge form with this booklet includes a gift aid declaration and also a 
standing order mandate and can also be used to request a supply of yellow
envelopes. Those who wish to give by direct debit will have to complete a 
separate form.

Any enquiries should be addressed to the Gift Aid Secretary, David 
Challinor, on 01902 700764.
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How else can you help?

It is not only money which the church needs to continue its mission in 
Pattingham and Patshull. The church is its people and it needs its people's 
time and talents to do what needs to be done.

There are many ways in which individuals can contribute to the work of the 
church, some of which require particular skills or abilities and others which 
do not. Some require a greater commitment of time than others. For some 
there is an immediate need for more people to join those currently carrying 
out the work but for others the need is for some time in the future – what 
would be called “succession planning” in management.

The following are a selection of the various activities and roles within the 
church which all contribute to the life of the church. Whilst phone numbers 
are included for contacts it is often easier to speak to them at church after 
services. If you want to know who to speak to there is always someone to 
ask – if you don't know who to ask, ask a sidesman.

PCC members, Churchwardens
To ensure that our Church continues to run smoothly there is a group 
called “The Parochial Church Council”. Elections take place at our AGM 
(in April). Those elected must be communicant members of the 
congregation who are on the Church Electoral Roll. Every 3 years we 
also elect members of the Deanery Synod, which covers the group of 
Parishes in the Deanery of Trysull.

Two people are elected annually as Churchwardens. The role of 
Churchwarden means that they are officers of the Bishop and are 
expected to ensure that all runs smoothly in the Parish and are 
expected to be able to answer any questions which may be put to them 
concerning the state of the Parish. There are also many other things 
required of them which are far too numerous to detail here!

Sunday morning coffee. 
What better way to get to know those people whom you see in church 
but rarely speak to? The coffee rota is not very onerous: about once 
every other month, you are required to provide the milk and arrive in 
church in time to make the coffee. In this simple way, you provide a 
very valuable service and the more people offer the less often 
everybody will have to do the washing up.
If you are willing to join us please see Gladys Jones.
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Flower arrangers
Altar flowers are changed on a weekly basis by a group of volunteers 
who are on a rota. Some arrangers like to be responsible for Altar 
Flowers whilst others prefer to do arrangements only at the major 
festivals (Easter, Harvest and Christmas), which are positioned at 
various places in Church. Oasis and containers are provided. If you feel 
that you could help with this in any way you will be made most 
welcome.

Brass cleaning
The regular cleaning of the Church brasses is quite an important duty 
which is done on a weekly rota basis. There is a small team of 
volunteers who take it in turn to make sure all the brasses look lovely. 
At the moment each volunteer is asked to clean them 4 times per year. 
This could hopefully drop down to 3 times a year if more people came 
forward to offer their services. All materials are provided for you if 
required.

Please contact Liz Sampson on 01902 700823 if you could help with 
flower arranging or brass cleaning, or if you wish to know more.

Sidesmen. 
One of the pleasures of this particular duty is meeting people. Meeting 
someone you haven't seen for a while is a joy in itself. The sidesmen 
greet people on entering Church, give out books and take the collection.
They also assist in the smooth running of the service in other ways. 
Four sidesmen, who share the duties, are on duty at the 10am service 
on a Sunday, two on Sunday evenings and one at the 8am service.
There is always someone in the group who will step in to help if a need 
arises.
Contact Iain Coleman on 01902 700719 if you are interested.

The Choir 
Music, especially choral music, is central to much of our worship. If you 
can sing, and are able to make a commitment to attending choir 
practice for an hour on Thursday evenings, you may be able to join the 
choir and sing on Sundays as well as for weddings and other special 
occasions. Everyone is welcome but especially young choristers as they 
will insist on growing up and leaving home; the only criteria are that 
you can sing in tune, can recognise a rhythm, and are a fluent reader. 
If you are interested please speak to our Organist and Musical Director, 
Helen Emery (phone no. 01902 492089).
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Young Church takes places during the 10am service on the 2nd and 
4th Sundays of the month. It is aimed at toddlers and younger children 
as we gently lead them on their first steps learning about Jesus and 
how much he loves them. We leave church for our gatherings in the loft
during the first hymn returning in time to join in with communion with 
the rest of the congregation.
Feel free to have a chat with Alison Colin-Stokes (phone no 01902 
700569) if you would like to know more or would like to pop up to the 
loft and see what we do!

Sunday School takes place during the 10am service on the 3rd Sunday
of the month. It is for older children than Young Church.
For more information contact Lisa Ainsworth on 01902 700960.

On the 1st and 5th Sundays there is a Family Service so there is 
always provision for children who come with their families to church.

The Youth Service on the evening of the 2nd Sunday is aimed at 
young people, who take a leading role in the service, with contributions 
from more mature members of the congregation. Contact Barbara 
Tritton on 01902 700065.

Helping with prayers of intercession
Intercessions are the vital core of our services. Any member of the 
congregation can offer to prepare and read them. It is a significant 
privilege to be able to do so, on behalf of the whole congregation, and 
you do not need any special qualification, other than to have a prayerful
attitude to the issues of the day and the concerns of the parish as a 
whole.

Helping with reading
As with intercessions, no particular qualification is needed. But since the
communication of God’s word through bible reading is another core of 
our services, good preparation and delivery is the key. The first reading 
at each service is generally given by members of the congregation and 
you are encouraged to offer your services for this important role.

Serving
At the Communion services on a Sunday the priest is assisted by 
servers. This is an important role in the ceremonial part of the service.

If you are interested in offering your services for any of these roles 
contact Iain Coleman 01902 700719.
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Bellringers
The sound of the bells calling the faithful to worship is an iconic part of 
our village. The bells do not ring themselves, they need ringers to ring 
them. If they are to continue to be rung regularly we need more people 
to join the band, which practises on a Monday evening.
Ringing does not involve a great deal of strength but cannot be done 
without training.
If you would like more information about something which not only 
helps the church but can also be an engaging and sociable hobby please
contact Geoffrey Dann on 01902 700212 or speak to one of the ringers.

Magazine distributors
The Parish Magazine is a very valuable tool in spreading the word of the
work of the Church. 450 Parish Magazines are printed every month, 
most of which are distributed by a band of 18 people.
The number of magazines per distributor varies and they aim to deliver 
the magazines by the first Sunday in the month. They also collect the 
annual subscriptions.
Currently all areas are covered but recently many have had to resign 
due to age or ill health so volunteers for vacancies or to cover absences
are always welcome.
Please contact Jill Parker on 01902 700755.

There is also a group which distributes cards to the whole village at 
Christmas and Easter.

And lots of others
There are many other ways in which people are contributing to the work
of the church, some quietly and almost unnoticed and others more 
obvious. Among the more obvious ones are Messy Church, Holiday Club
and Baptism Visitors plus many others.
If you feel that there is something which you could do to contribute to 
the work of the church then don't hesitate to offer your services.
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What next?

We would encourage you to think and pray about the issues which have 
been highlighted in this booklet and reflect on the contribution which you 
are already making to the life and work of the church. There are many ways
in which people contribute to the life and work of the church, not just giving 
money, so ensure that you include the other things which you do which help
the church and its members.

You may conclude that the contribution you are already making to the 
church, financially and otherwise, is at the right level for you.

You may conclude that you can change the way in which you give money, 
for example by giving by direct debit, standing order or the envelope 
scheme, or increasing the amount you give, or by gift aiding your gifts. 

Please complete and return the Pledge Form which is with this booklet.

You may also consider that you can make a different contribution to the 
work of the church by volunteering to help with one or more of the roles 
which are needed for the church to continue its work and mission. If you 
don't know who to contact please speak to the Vicar or one of the wardens.

For further information about Digging Deeper please contact:
the Stewardship Co-ordinator, Colin Ringrose
The Ridges, Great Moor Road, Pattingham, Wolverhampton WV6 7AU
01902 700340

Other contacts:
Gift Aid Secretary – David Challinor
19 Clive Rd, Pattingham, Wolverhampton WV6 7BU
01902 700764

Treasurer – Graham Tritton
Chad House, High Street, Pattingham, Wolverhampton WV6 7BQ
01902 700065

Pattingham Parochial Church Council
Registered Charity No: 1151604
Website: www.pattingham-church.org
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